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October Gardening Tips
from the UCONN Extension

Crazy Snake Worm
Scientific name:  Amynthas agrestis 

Plant spring flowering bulbs.  
All houseplants need to be brought inside before 
the first frost. 
Rosemary is not hardy in most areas of 
Connecticut. Bring plants in before temperatures 
drop too low but check plants thoroughly for 
mealybugs.
Plant shallots and garlic outdoors.
Beets, parsnips, and 
carrots can be 
covered with a thick 
layer of straw or 
leaves and left in the 
ground for harvest, as 
needed, during the 
winter.
Mulch perennial beds using a loose organic 
material such as bark chips or leaves to keep 
down weeds, preserve moisture and give roots a 
longer time to grow before the soil freezes.
Avoid the spring rush and have your soil tested 
now by the UConn Soil Nutrient Analysis 

Laboratory.

Add a touch of fall to 
your home and 
landscape with hardy 
mums, asters, kale 
and fall pansies.

Because we are in a rain deficit, continue to 
thoroughly water trees, shrubs, planting beds 
and lawn areas and recently planted 
evergreens. Plants should go into the winter 
well-watered.
As tomatoes end their production cut down 
plants and pick up any debris and put in the 
trash or take to a landfill. Many diseases will 
over-winter on old infected leaves and stems so 

these are best removed 
from the property.
Fall is a great time to plant 
trees and shrubs. 
Leave seed heads up for 
wildlife — coneflower, 
liatris, sunflower and 
black-eyed Susan are 
favored by birds.

Crazy Worm 
Basics 
Also known as the 
Jumper Worm. 
The name speaks 
for itself! They act 
crazy, jump and 
thrash when 
handled, and behave more like a threatened snake than a 
worm. Further, they may shed their tails when caught. Crazy 
worms can be 1.5 to 8 inches long. The narrow band around 
their body (clitellum) is milky white and smooth, unlike other 
species which have a raised clitellum. 
Crazy worms reproduce easily. They are asexual 
(parthenogenetic) and mature in just 60 days, so each year 
they can have two hatches. The best time to see them is late 
June and early July. From September until the first hard frost 
their population will double and may reach damaging levels. 
Why You Should Worry
Crazy worms change the soil, by disrupting the natural 
decomposition of leaf litter on the forest floor. They turn good 
soil into grainy, dry worm castings (poop) that cannot 
support the understory plants of our forests. Other plants, 
animals and fungi disappear because the understory 
community can no longer support them. 
Crazy worms in residential and urban areas can also cause 
harm to ornamental plantings and turf. 
More than others, crazy worms have a voracious appetite, 
speedy life cycle and a competitive edge. In fact, in areas 
with crazy worms there are no other species of earthworm. 
They can cause long term effects on the forests which are 
already under pressure from other invasive insects, plants, 
pathogens and diseases. 
There have been reports from nurseries that this worm is 
abundant in both field and container stock. Presumably it is 
transported to customers’ gardens in this way.There are 
reports from home owners in Connecticut who blame the 
abundant castings of this worm for the demise of their lawns.
What You Can Do
There are also no proven biological control measures. Keep 
an eye out for them. One potential measure you can take to 
minimize the risk of getting them is to keep municipal 
mulches and composts out of your yard. You can also check 
plant materials that you get from nurseries for these worms. 
Encourage professional organizations to support and lobby 
for research efforts on the biological control of these 
organisms. 
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