
The Newsletter of the Farmington Garden Club

December 2016

The deadline for the January issue is 
Wednesday, December 14th

Send your articles, event listings, photos, etc. to 
Gloria Shusdock at gshusdock@comcast.net 

Upcoming Events
Greetings Garden Club friends,

We hope that you have enjoyed the wonderful  Fall weather as 
much as we have. It's always fun to see some of our summer 
flowers still in bloom in the middle of November and the warm 
weather gave our mums in the pocket parks a long and colorful 
season.

Of course the cold weather will be upon us and with that come 
thoughts of the holidays. The Holiday Auction is a highlight of 
our year for a number of reasons. The auction is our main 
fundraiser which supports the town's beautification program. 
We are proud that FGC is the lead organization for the beautiful 
flower baskets and kissing balls that we enjoy seeing on the 
bridge. In addition this is a wonderful time to get together with 
our garden club friends. We appreciate the efforts of Joan 
Bomann and Jan Wright, co-chairs of Ways and Means, for 
coordinating the auction and thank you to Filomena for offering 
her home for this important occasion. The Holiday Auction relies 
on the support of our entire membership and we all look forward 
to the creative auction items that our members donate. Please 
continue to invite your friends who have been generous with 
their purchases in the past. This is also our opportunity to help 
out the Farmington Food Bank by bringing cans of soup to fill 
their pantry shelves.

We look forward to seeing everyone on December 12.

Best wishes to you and your families this holiday season,
Nancy and Val

The Presidents’ Message 

Annual Holiday Auction 
Monday, December 12th, 11:30 am

At the home of Filomena Soyster
  164 Main Street, Farmington

January Meeting
Gardening Conversations

Monday, January 9, 11:30 am
"Informal	conversa/ons	about	the	Garden	Club	
and	Garden	Topics	at	Ann	Mullen's	historic	

Farmington	home."
  40 High Street, Farmington

February 
no meeting this month

March 
Spring Wildflowers

Monday, March 13, 11:30 am
Stanley-Whitman House

April
Foolproof Hydrangeas

Monday, April 10, 11:30 am
Stanley-Whitman House

May
Ticks:  It’s More Than Just Lyme 

Disease
Monday, May 8, 11:30 am

Stanley-Whitman House

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 
Festival of Trees & Traditions   December 2-11

Stamford Garden Club - To Shop With Friends  December 8th, 6:30-9:30
United House Wrecking, 535 Hope St., Stamford 
Please	purchase	your	$50	/ckets	online	@	thestamfordgardenclub.org

Founders Fund talk by Peter Picone 
click on link for PDF of his presentation 
“Enhancing Your Backyard Habitat for 

Wildlife”
http://ctenvirothon.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/
Picone-BackyardHabitat.pdf

mailto:gshusdock@comcast.net
http://thestamfordgardenclub.org/
http://ctenvirothon.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Picone-BackyardHabitat.pdf
http://ctenvirothon.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Picone-BackyardHabitat.pdf


2017 Dates to Remember
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   May
   Pull daffodils & weed    Wednesday, 10th (12th)* at 1:00 pm
   Plant annuals                Wednesday, 17th, (19th)* at 9:30 am
                                          *rain date 

Beautification 
Colton Triangle

Ann Mullen, Chair

  Lynne Creed, Chair

Civic & Community Service

Memorial Day Baskets 
Monday, May 22, 2017
      Lynne Creed’s Greenhouse
      186 Garden St., Farmington

http://marshbotanicalgarden.yale.edu

This past summer beautiful red dragon wing begonias adorned the DiPietro 
Bridge and Unionville Center. Again this year, The Farmington Garden Club led 
the initiative as the title sponsor and Winterberry Gardens did another wonderful 
job of growing, installing and watering the  flowers.  

The summer flowering baskets and winter holiday balls have become a 
Farmington tradition. This marks the sixth year that the holiday kissing balls have 
dressed Farmington for the holidays. Many who live and travel through 
Farmington enjoy these beautiful winter decorations. When they go up everyone 
knows the holiday season is upon us! 

The Town is also offering individual "In Celebration of" and "In Memory of" 
gifts ($100) in addition to other business and community level donations. 

THE HOLIDAYS ARE RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!

http://marshbotanicalgarden.yale.edu


If you are unable to fulfill your commitment, it is your responsibility to switch with another member 
and to notify hospitality chairs to keep the hospitality grid up to date.  If you are bringing guests, 
please notify hospitality chairs in order to provide adequate food preparation.  

All active members must sign up for one meeting as a hostess.  If you are an active member who 
hasn’t done so, please contact Jan Wright.  We need hostesses for March, April and May 2017.
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May. 8, 2017

Mar. 13, 2017

Apr. 10, 2017

Nov. 14, 2016

Nov. 28, 2016

Dec. 12, 2016
Jan. 9, 2017

Stanley-Whitman House - 11:30 am

Stanley-Whitman House - 11:30 am

Stanley-Whitman House - 11:30 am

Founders Fund
Main Library - 11:30 am

Green’s Workshop
Stanley-Whitman House - 11:30 am

Holiday Auction
Filomena Soyster’s home 

Ann Mullen’s home - 11:30 Diane Tucker

Bobbie Bartucca

Ann Mullen

Muriel Bryant

hostess needed

hostess needed

Dotsie Kagan

Joan Bomann

bring your own brown bag lunch

Kathy Lindroth

Barbara Hess

hostess needed

hostess needed

Terry Roberts

Jan WrightKathy Jannuzzi

Gloria ShusdockVal Marshall

hostess neededSandy Goralnick

hostess neededhostess needed

hostess neededhostess needed

SIGN-UP FOR HOSPITALITY 2016-2017

Jun. 12, 2017 Nancy Thompson’s home

Lynne Creed Terry RobertsJan Wright Ginny HadfieldStanley-Whitman House - 11:30 amSept. 12, 2016

Hospitality Committee
Jan Wright &Terry Roberts , Co-Chairs

janetrwright@att.net
lindroth@aol.com

dotsie.kagan@sbcglobal.net

JoanBomann@gmail.com

barbarahess1@aol.com

A	society	grows	great	when	old	men	plant	trees	whose	shade	they	know	they	shall	never	sit	in.	-Greek	Proverb

We appreciate all the efforts our members have made to introduce potential members to FGC and I sincerely hope all 
those efforts continue.   A major bylaw change was made last year that governs membership and it might be a good idea 
to review those changes at this time.  
An Active member has all the privileges and responsibilities of the Club, including the right to vote.   Active members 
must attend at least four (4) meetings each year.  In addition, each Active member must be a member of two committees 
and also have a responsibility to help with Beautification—the backbone of our Club.   
Associate membership is an option for those who have been active members for at least 12 years, and has all the 
privileges of Active membership except the right to hold office.   Associate members can hold the position of committee 
chair.   There are no attendance requirements and there is a limit of 15 Associate memberships in the Club.   
A Sustaining membership is open to those who have performed the duties of an officer and/or committee chair and have 
been members of the Club for not less than 12 years, and does not include the right to vote or hold office.  There is no 
limit to the number of sustaining memberships.
The Board may extend an affiliate or non-residential membership to a member in good standing who has become a non-
resident.
Potential members are required to attend one meeting, submit the application form by the deadline, participate in the 
mandatory orientation session and then will subsequently be inducted at either the December or June meeting.    Any 
potential members can contact the Membership Chair, Kathy Lindroth at Lindroth@aol.com to complete the 
requirements.   
Any Active, Associate or Sustaining members wishing to resign or request a change in status must do so in writing to the 
Membership Chair by April 1.   These changes will take effect after the Annual Meeting in June.   
Please contact the Membership Chair, Kathy Lindroth, at 860.677.4807 or Lindroth@aol.com with any questions or 
concerns.   Please give thought to anyone you may know who could potentially become a member of FGC and introduce 
them at our next meeting.    

Membership Moment

mailto:janetrwright@att.net
mailto:lindroth@aol.com
mailto:dotsie.kagan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:JoanBomann@gmail.com
mailto:barbarahess1@aol.com
mailto:Lindroth@aol.com
mailto:Lindroth@aol.com
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Stop Volcano Mulching Your Plants!
Placing mulch too close to the trunk of a tree and too thick 
around the base can cause long term damage and possibly 
permanent damage.

Click on the links below to watch two very informative videos 
on the proper way to mulch. 

Land Designs Unlimited, John Holden, UCONN graduate in 
Ornamental Horticulture
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnjMOCMwUoM

This Old House
https://www.thisoldhouse.com/how-to/how-to-properly-mulch-
around-tree

For those who have heard Garry 
Nedorostock(sp) talk about too 
much mulch around tree trunks. 
This is the damage he was 
talking about! This is even still 
too much! This is a dogwood on 
Colton Street island.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnjMOCMwUoM
https://www.thisoldhouse.com/how-to/how-to-properly-mulch-around-tree
https://www.thisoldhouse.com/how-to/how-to-properly-mulch-around-tree




In the past, FGC has asked for food contributions and Stop & Shop gift 
cards.  During our annual Holiday Auction this year, I will be working 
with Cari Sataline, head of donations, for the Food Pantry.  She has 

asked us specifically to donate cans of hearty soups.  This is the most 
popular food item during the cooler months.  As you are shopping over 
the next 2 months, please pick up some cans of yummy hearty soups.  I 

will be gathering these donations at the back door entrance of the 
Soyster’s home the day of our Holiday Auction.

Let’s load the shelves for the Holiday season!
Thank you. Looking forward to seeing you all on December 12, 2016

Ann Mullen

HEARTY	CANNED	SOUP	
FOR	

THE	FARMINGTON	FOOD	
PANTRY!

DONATIONS	TO	BE	COLLECTED	DURING	
OUR	HOLIDAY	AUCTION!
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Beautification 
November 5th

Some 12,000 years ago, with the invention of farming, humans started a war against weeds — and the weeds are still a step ahead. 
As farmers advanced from using hard labor to protect their crops to using chemicals and genetic engineering, the weeds survived 
thanks to the oldest weapon known to living things: evolution. Now, while scientists work on new technology to ward off the weedy 
menace, some worry they’re speeding up the development of heartier, more herbicide-resistant foes. 
Weeds may seem benign compared to crop-eating insects, but they pose a major threat to agriculture. They compete for scarce 
resources with crops, sucking water and nutrients out of the soil they share. Ton for ton, farmers use more weed killers than any other 
kind of pesticide. Without weed control, some crop yields would be cut in half. 
Adding to the challenge is the fact that herbicides are plant-killers, so it’s hard to spray them without damaging the crops they’re 
meant to protect. That’s why so many farmers adopted a system designed by the agricultural giant Monsanto, spraying the weed-killer 
Roundup on plants that have been genetically engineered to withstand the chemical assault. 
Genetically modified crops proved popular with farmers: They now make up most 63 percent of U.S. corn and 92 percent of soybean 
crops. Meanwhile, glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup, has become the most widely used agricultural chemical in the world. 
The problem is that weeds can evolve fast. More than 300 weed species that have evolved resistance to at least one herbicide, 
including some that grow happily amid Roundup-sprayed crops. 
But technology evolves. too, and so the farmers’ side is about to adopt new tactics. In September, Monsanto purchased rights to alter 
commercial seeds using a newer, more powerful kind of genetic modification — a form of so-called gene editing called CRISPR. While 
“traditional” GM technology relies on transferring genes from one organism to another, CRISPR allows scientists to directly rewrite the 
DNA. The old technology is like being able to edit a text by pasting in words from other texts, without much control over where they 
land. CRISPR is like direct, precision editing
Tom Adams, Monsanto’s vice president for biotechnology, said the company could employ gene editing to endow plants with 
resistance to drought, viruses, fungi or insects. But there’s no known way to engineer a corn plant that can kill weeds directly, since 
the weeds aren’t infecting or feeding on the crops. So herbicides are still part of the package. 
And although the new technology offers efficiency and flexibility, it doesn’t prevent weeds from evolving resistance. Chemicals work 
well for a year or so, but then nature fights back with resistant weeds, and the farmers respond with more chemicals. 
Natural selection is based on competition between individuals of the same species, and those individual weeds that spring up with 
somewhat better resistance to Roundup will quickly dominate. So while the chemicals don’t create resistant weeds, they enable the 
spread of those that already exist in the population. 
Increasing use of herbicides is not only expensive for farmers, it raises concern among some scientists because the chemicals can 
get suffused through the environment. Scientists have detected traces in drinking water and rainwater. And short-term tests on 
laboratory animals or human cells can’t rule out harm over the long term, said Mortensen. The more herbicide is in the environment, 
the greater the chance of an adverse effect on human health or wildlife. “Given the uncertainties about exposure data and impact on 
human health,” he said, “we should be taking a critical look at technologies that enable increased reliance on pesticides.” That 
includes CRISPR. 
For scientists such as Owen and Mortensen, the way to win the war on weeds is to diversify tactics. For them, that means 
combining limited herbicide use with a variety of techniques, including tillage, crop rotation and planting of certain cover 
crops that can block weeds. The other techniques make it much more unlikely that resistant weeds will spread out of 
control. It’s a way of thinking a step ahead of evolution.

Farmers Need New Tactics Against Weeds - Hartford Courant Editorial - October 29, 2016
by Faye Flam



Set To Celebrate Page 8

Farmington Garden Club entry
Linda Ericson-Ebel lead designer

Winner -  Most Beautiful
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Winner -  Most Creative

Martha Fanelli & Val Marshall


