
The Newsletter of the Farmington Garden Club

November 2017

The deadline for the December issue is 
Wednesday, November 15th

Send your articles, event listings, etc. to Gloria Shusdock at 
gshusdock@comcast.net, upload photos to Google Drive

Upcoming Events
A Member of the Connecticut Federated Garden Club, the National Garden Club & the New England Garden Club

The President’s Message 

 Founders Fund*
Monday, November 13, 11:30 am

Farmington Main Library
6 Monteith Drive

“Floral Runners & Tablescaping”

Holiday Baskets for the Elderly*
Monday, November 27, 9:30 am

Lynne Creed’s Greenhouse
184 Garden Street

Greens Workshop*
Monday, December 4, 10-noon

Stanley-Whitman House

Annual Holiday Auction* 
& Food Pantry Drive

Monday, December 11th
At the home of Filomena Soyster

  164 Main Street, Farmington

Gardening Conversations
Monday, January 8, 11:30 am

At the home of Ann Mullen
40 High Street, Farmington

FGCCT 2018 Flower Show
February 22-25 

Hartford Convention Center

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 
Festival of Trees & Traditions   December 1-10
Connecticut Gardener - Click here for “Calendar of Events”
Connecticut Valley Garden Club
“Set to Celebrate” at the Town and County Club November 3 -4 * See inside for more details 

Directory Changes
page 19 - Lois John cell phone (203) 722-3765

 I received a wonderful email this week via our contact page on our website. It was 
from an after school arts and education teacher who has started a children’s 
program about gardening and the environment. She thanked us for having so 
much helpful information about plants and gardening on our website for her group 
to use. They are very appreciative! 

But here’s the “kleenex moment,”… One of the children (Luna) who is very 
passionate about the environment, continued the research and found a website 
that is a guide to different types of flowers. She wanted to let us know about it 
(http://www.avasflowersflowers.com/facts-about-flowers-for-kids.com). The 
teacher was hoping that we would add it to our links page to encourage Luna. 
That may or may not happen since we had decided not to include commercial 
links (which this particular site is.) But for sure, we will do something! I have no 
idea about the ages of the children in this program or where they are located, but I 
think it would be wonderful to follow up in some way - if only to encourage Luna! 
We should all be proud that with the launch of our website we have been a 
resource that has even impacted children! Thank you to all of the website team! 

So back to Farmington….we have been very well fed! Of course, you know I am 
talking about Guest Night! Thank you to Jayne Amodio for allowing us to enjoy her 
lovely home for our Guest Night. Thank you to Kathy Lindroth and Jayne Amodio 
and their committee for such a well presented, delicious meal! Yummmmm! 
Thanks also due to the flower committee for beautiful arrangements on all of the 
tables. Last, but definitely not least, many thanks to Brian Lindroth for choosing 
the wine and keeping it flowing!! Great evening! 
Next up we have Founders Fund on November 13 at 11:30! You need to be there! 
Evelyn Lee has a farm in Southport where she grows her own flowers (45,000!) 
and uses them to make exceptionally beautiful arrangements. As she speaks to 
us, she will be creating three seasonal tablescapes. Armed with all of those ideas 
and how-tos you’ll be all set for your upcoming dinner parties! 
Another good feeling moment!…. Again, we will be making Holiday Baskets for the 
elderly at Lynne Creed’s greenhouse on November 27th at 9:30. It’s fast, it’s fun, 
and it makes you feel wonderful that you have brightened someone’s life! 

Thank you all for being such caring, participating, and fun to work with members! 
Keep it up! And thank you for exciting LUNA! 

Sandy 

mailto:gshusdock@comcast.net
http://conngardener.com/calendar.html
http://www.avasflowersflowers.com/facts-about-flowers-for-kids.com


2017-2018 Dates to Remember

  

   
November
   Pull mums &                 Thursday, 11/9 (11/10)* at 9:30 am
   plant daffodils

May
   Pull daffodils & weed    Tuesday, 5/8 (5/9)* at 1:00 pm
   Plant annuals                Monday, 5/14, (5/15)* at 9:30 am
                                          *rain date 

Beautification 
Schedule

Ginny Hadfield, Ann Mullen, Diane Tucker, Co-Chairs

  Lynne Creed & Gloria Shusdock , Co-Chairs

Civic & Community Service

Holiday Baskets 
Monday, November 27, 2017
     Lynne Creed’s Greenhouse
     184 Garden St., Farmington

Memorial Day Baskets 
Monday, May 21, 2018
      Lynne Creed’s home
      186 Garden St., Farmington
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Hospitality Committee
Lois John & Marilynn Sturgess , Co-Chairs

May 14, 2018

Mar. 12, 2018

Apr. 9, 2018

Nov. 13,  2017

Dec. 11, 2017

Jan. 8, 2018

Stanley-Whitman House - 11:30 am

EVENING PROGRAM
Main Library - 6:00 PM

Stanley-Whitman House - 11:30 am

Founders Fund
Main Library - 11:30 am

Holiday Auction
Filomena Soyster’s home 

Ann Mullen’s home - 11:30 am

Terry Roberts
Filomena Soyster

Jayne Amodio
Kathy Lindroth

Sandy Goralnick

Muriel Bryant
Debbie McGuiness

Joan Bomann

Ann Mullen

Barbara Hess

Val Marshall 

Diane Tucker

Gloria Shusdock

Tanny Clark
Martha Fanelli

Dotsie Kagan
Jean Chu

Bobbie Bartucca

Linda Ericson-EbelMarie Dudley
Bobbie Bartucca

Brie QuinbyLois John

Mimi MeadDana Pescatello
Boguslawa Badon

Martha CheshireNancy Conlan

SIGN-UP FOR HOSPITALITY 2016-2017

Jun. 11, 2018 Sandy Goralnick’s home

Marilynn Sturgess Lynne CreedGinny Hadfield
Ginny Hadfield

Nancy ThompsonFarmington Gardens - 11:30 amSept. 11, 2017

Mary Badon           Bring Your Own Lunch

Greens Workshop- December 4

Please register for the Greens Workshop which will take 
place on December 4 at 10 am at the Stanley-Whitman 
House on High Street. Mary Ann Haar, a floral designer 
from West Hartford,  will lead us in creating a boxwood 
tree. 
Thank you to the twelve members who signed up.  There 
is room for more. Please register for the workshop by 
contacting Nancy Thompson by email 
(npthompson@live.com) or phone 860-677-6276. The 
cost of the workshop is $20. 

mailto:npthompson@live.com
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Connecticut Federated & National Garden Clubs Connection Page 4

The Federated Garden Clubs of CT  (FGCCT)     Click here  to view the October-November Newsletter

February 22-25, 2018 2018 Flower Show Hartford Convention Center

March 20-12, 2018 Landscape Design School  Course IV CT Agricultural Experiment Station 

April 18, 2018 Annual Meeting Aqua Turf, Southington

May 21-24, 2018 NGC Convention Philadelphia, PA

Work, through the summer golden,
And through the autumn's glow,
Till the months lay down their burden
In the full garden's guerdon,
And earth, once more enfolden,
Sleeps warm beneath the snow.
~Frederick Frye Rockwell, 
"Invitation,"
 Around the Year in the Garden, 1913

Holiday Baskets 
for the Elderly

Monday, November 27th at 9:30 am
 Lynne Creed’s Greenhouse - 184 Garden St.

Help put together 75 holiday greens baskets for our 
elderly citizens which will be delivered in conjunction with 
the Meals on Wheels program. We will also decorate 
wreaths and deliver holiday wreaths to the many non-
profits in town.

Dress for the weather and bring gloves, clippers and if 
you can, a variety of interesting greens (rhodendrum, 
holly(no black mold), mountain laurel, andromeda).

questions - click to email Gloria

New on the FGC Website 
View an entire year of the Bee Skep with one click. On the 
Member Login page/Bee Skep section, click “September 
through June” to open a PDF that contains all the 
newsletters for that year. To quickly jump to a specific 
month, click on the bookmark symbol          on the top right 
to view a listing of the months. Click on the month to view 
that newsletter. Member Login page password is 
pocketparks. Also located on page 2 of the Directory. 

http://files.constantcontact.com/d25417c8101/aec9bd7b-fd54-4cb3-989f-f4d0fafd4de2.pdf?ver=1507723595000%20select
http://files.constantcontact.com/d25417c8101/aec9bd7b-fd54-4cb3-989f-f4d0fafd4de2.pdf?ver=1507723595000%20select
mailto:gshusdock@comcast.net


Parking is limited so please carpool where possible. 
Please park on Tunxis Street.



Guest Night 2017
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FGCCT Awards Luncheon - October 25, 2017
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From Garden Gate Magazine



Val & Nancy attended Art in 
Bloom, a flower show sponsored 
by Wilton Garden Club. It was a 

NGC Standard Flower Show. Well 
done Wilton Garden Club!
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see more pictures on page 15



If you see the White Hickory Tussock Moth Caterpillar, 
don't touch it and don’t let your pets touch it. The insect's 
fuzzy black spines contain venom to ward off predators, but 
can also irritate human skin. The good news is the nasty rash 
it leaves behind is treatable with lotion and ice.

The hairs on the caterpillar are long and bristle-like and 
spread out in tufts down the sides. Two long, sharp, black 
pencil-like hairs protrude near the front and rear of the 
creature, and these hairs are connected to poison glands, 
which excrete venom on contact. More importantly, it has 
hairs with barbs that can stick into your skin and its back 
contains rash-giving venom. Contact with the hairs on this 
critter will leave them embedded in your skin and a red itchy 
rash will likely follow.

The hairs embed into the skin and then they pull away from 
the caterpillar, so they're left behind and they cause a dermal 
reaction. The level of irritation it causes may vary. It could be 
just no response at all to a minor response to something 
that's kind of creating a pustule.

Contact with the venom does not generally cause too 
much of a problem. A nettle or poison ivy-type rash often 
occurs, which can range from mild with slight reddening 
of the skin, to burning, swelling and pain, none of which 
should keep you away from your gardening duties for 
too long. Hypersensitive individuals may, of course, 
experience more severe symptoms that could include 
swelling and nausea. Washing the infected area with 
soap and water, taking antihistamines, or using 
ammonia, calamine lotion, or an ice pack can help to 
alleviate most minor symptoms fairly quickly. People 
who do experience more severe reactions, however, 
should seek expert medical advice as soon as possible.

This caterpillar appears between June and September 
and munches its way through the leaves of deciduous 
trees (it prefers nut-bearing trees, but will settle for 
willow, ash, aspen, apple, oak, and even raspberry 
plants and corn stalks). While it does make rather a 
feast of the leaves it dines on, it does not tend to cause 
lasting damage to the trees themselves.
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Avoid Black & White Caterpillar 

black and white Tussock Moth Caterpillar can cause severe allergic reaction 

Ecological Perfect Storm for Ticks - Japanese Barberry
The CT Invasisive Plant Working Group recently compiled 
several links to NBC Connecticut news stories on 
Japanese barberry, ticks and an increase in Lyme disease. 

While the Japanese barberry is not on the invasive plant list 
in CT yet, it is an invasive plant. You should not buy it and 
if you have it in your yard you should seriously consider 
removing it. 

Watch these three informative videos to learn why the 
Japanese barberry increases the tick population and 
chance of contracting Lyme disease. 

Seed is dispersed by birds and other berry feeding animals, 
sometimes over great distances. However, most seeds fall 
relatively close to the parent plant which is why this species 
grows as clumps or thickets.

View first NCB CT news report.   click here
View second NCB CT news report. click here
View animated life cyle of the connection between the plant, ticks & 
Lyme disease. click here

http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/Popular-Shrub-Linked-to-Rising-Rates-of-Lyme-Disease-in-Ticks-447990093.html
http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/troubleshooters/Efforts-Underway-to-Reduce-Risk-from-Common-Shrub-Linked-With-Ticks-447993493.html
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Extract from Valley Life Magazine
The Hillstead Pollinator Garden
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Ingredients
2	tablespoons	olive	oil
1	small	onion,	diced
1	clove	garlic,	minced
3	sprigs	fresh	thyme
1	½	cups	low	sodium	chicken	broth
1	½	tablespoons	honey
2	tablespoons	fresh	parsley,	chopped
1	(28	oz.)	can	tomatoes	OR	fresh	Roma	tomatoes	(blanch	&	remove	center	core)
1	½	teaspoons	salt
¼	teaspoon	freshly	ground	black	pepper
1/3	cup	heavy	cream
1/3	cup	of	Romano	cheese,	shredded

Direc,ons
Heat	oil	in	medium	pot.	Add	onions	and	cook	over	medium	heat	sIrring	frequently	unIl	
tender	(about	7	minutes).	Add	garlic	and	thyme.	SIr	about	1	minute.

Add	tomatoes,	chicken	broth,	parsley,	honey,	salt	&	pepper.	Bring	to	boil.	Reduce	heat	
and	simmer,	sIrring	frequently	about	15	minutes.

Puree	the	soup	in	blender	or	immersion	blender.	If	using	whole,	fresh	tomatoes,	run	
through	food	mill	to	remove	any	remaining	seeds.

Return	to	pot	and	sIr	in	cream	&	cheese.	Heat	unIl	cheese	is	melted	and	incorporated.

Tomato Bisque Soup

What To Do With All Those Tomatoes!
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(continued from page 9)

from The Hartford Courant
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