
 

The President’s Letter 
Hello everyone, 

What a challenging Spring! Unseasonably warm weather in late 
March/early April, with nighttime temperatures in late April are still 
falling near or below freezing. Our plants are just as confused as we are. 

The “Outdoor Celebrations” committee is hard at work, but I need to 
remind our members where their help is required. Tickets will be 
available at the May meeting for both the Preview party and the 
Garden Tour. We are counting on each of our members to buy two 
tickets to the Preview Party—come and join this fun evening 
celebration of our 75th Anniversary. Great food, desserts, wine & beer 
plus a silent auction are included in the ticket price of $75 per person. 
Dana Pescatello is putting together a fabulous display of photos of 
members and Club activities just for the occasion. If you can sell 
multiple tickets to the Garden Tour ($25 pp), call Kathy or Ann and 
we will get tickets to you. 

We absolutely need you all to sign up for a shift during the garden tour 
on either or both June 10 & 11! I cannot stress enough how important it 
is to contact Nancy Thompson as soon as possible to volunteer for one 
or more shifts; we welcome any friends who might be able to help. 

My term as president nears its end, and I am happy to report that we have 
gained three wonderful new members this year—two of whom will be 
inducted at the June 13 Annual Meeting and luncheon. Invitations will be 
sent via email. Let have a big member turnout for the 75th Anniversary 
Year FGC Club Annual Meeting and new member induction! 

Despite our new members, the number of Sustainer members has this 
year exceeded the number of Active members in our Club. As proud 
as we are to have a large group of Sustainer members, we need a 
sufficient number of Active members to enable FGC to accomplish 
our work in the community and run our committees. Please give some 
thought to potential members you can bring to the May and/or 
September meetings. 

Our May meeting is going to feature Sebby from Winterberry Gardens 
who will talk about fertilizing; before Sebby speaks, our friends at Sub-
Edge farm will update us on what is new at the farm. 

All the best, 

Kathy Lindroth 
President 

Upcoming Events 
May Meeting 

May 9 
9:30 a.m. 

Farmington Main Library 
6 Monteith Drive 

Fertilizing and More 
Speakers: 

Sebby Milano, Winterbury Gardens with 
advice on planting, watering, fertilizing 

and more. 
Isabelle & Roger Phillips with an update 

on Sub Edge Farm 

Garden Tour Meeting 
May 4 

1:30 p.m. 
At the home of Kathy Lindroth 
4 Chelsea Place, Farmington 

Beautification Works Dates: 
Colton Street 

May 11 
1 p.m. 

Clean-up, weed and pull daffodils 
(Rain Date: Friday, 5/13, at 1 P.M.) 

May 18 
9:30 a.m. 

Plant Annuals (Rain Date: Friday, 
5/20, at 9:30 A.M.) 

Community Service Project 
May 23 

9:3-11:30 a.m. 
184 Garden Street 

Make baskets for Services of the Elderly 

June Meeting 
June 13 

11:30 a.m. 
At the home of Kathy Lindroth 
4 Chelsea Place, Farmington 

May 2016 
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Hospitality Committee 
Jan Wright and Pauline Dickstein 

The May 9 meeting will be held at the Farmington Library at 9:30 a.m. All members (guests included), 
please RSVP to Jan Wright at janetwight@att.net or (860) 673-0542 by May 5. 

Hospitality Sign Ups 

Last spring, active members were asked to sign up for a monthly hospitality team that would provide light 
food and beverages prior to our business meetings and programs. Hostesses, please use cards provided on 
food table to name/describe food you are bringing. Below is the current schedule of each team with the Head 
Hostess of the team highlighted in yellow: 

SIGN-UP FOR HOSPITALITY – 2015-2016 

Sept. 14, 2015 Main Library – 11:30 a.m. N. Thompson B. Hess L. Creed   
Nov. 9, 2015 Founders Fund 

Main Library – 11:30 a.m. P. Dickstein M. Boschen B. Mayer M. Dudley 
 

Nov. 16, 2015 greens workshop 
Makeshift Theater – 11:30 a.m.      

Dec. 14, 2015 Holiday Auction – TBD Filomena Soyster J. Bomann B. Rubin C. Bogino J. Amodio 

Jan. 11, 2016 Village Gate – 11:30 a.m. Jan Wright Kathy L.    
Feb. 8, 2016 Main Library – 9:00 a.m. Sandy G. D. Kagan G. Hadfield   
Mar. 14, 2016 Stanley Whitman – 11:30 a.m. V. Marshall L. Graydon F. Soyster   
Apr. 11, 2016 Makeshift Theater – 11:30 a.m. A. Mullen D. Haviland B. Bartucca   
May 9, 2016 Main Library – 9:00 a.m. M. Bryant D. Pescatello M. Shepard   
June 13, 2016 member's home      

Beautification Committee 
Martha Cheshire & Ann Mullen, Co-chairs 

Something significant happened the year I was born! 

The triangle in front of the Corner House was 
planted with laurel, dogwood and bulbs. 

That was 
the year 
that the 
Town 
Manager, 
Robert D. 
Heitsch, 
asked for 
the Club’s 
help. We 
were seven years old! He wanted recommendations 
for street trees and plants for the 4&10 triangle. 
Sugar maples, laurel, dogwoods . . .we were off and 
running. 

It’s been a love affair ever since. A marriage 
between a group of women who remain passionate 
about beautifying their community and a town public 

works department dedicated to the maintenance of 
the roadways and parks. 

We will continue to support one another as the State 
makes necessary changes to our green spaces to ease 
the flow of traffic through our beautiful community. 

And the year was 1948! – Martha Cheshire 
~~~ 

Get a Little Dirty at the Colton Street Triangle 

In light of what is happening at the 4&10 triangle, we 
are relocating our Spring Work Party to Colton Street. 
Beautification Work Dates: 

Clean-up, weed and pull some daffodils Wednesday, 
5/11, at 1 P.M. (Rain Date: Friday, 5/13, at 1 P.M.) 

Plant Annuals Wednesday, 5/18, at 9:30 A.M. (Rain 
Date: Friday, 5/20, at 9:30 A.M.) 

Please join us! 

Many hands make light work! 
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Notes from the Membership Chair 
by Dotsie Kagan 
Please welcome new member Terry Roberts! 
Terry is the President and long-term member of the 
Farmington Village Green and Library Association. 
One of her main focuses this year has been the 
restoration and preservation of the Village Green. 
Retired from the State of Connecticut and 
Volunteers of America of Greater New York, 
Tracey is currently teaching first year medical 
students at UCONN Medical school and organizes 
amateur sports car racing. 

Terry is looking forward to learning more about 
landscaping and flower design and is “especially 
invested in the Village Green and its potential to 
contribute to the planned gateway to Farmington.” 

Dues Reminder 

Please send your dues payment along with your 
registration letter to Ginny Hadfield, 48 Lexton 
Drive, Farmington 06032 ASAP. It is important 
that dues are received before April 30 so that the 
Treasurer can focus on other fiscal year-end issues. 

 

FGC on Social Media 
The Farmington Garden Club will soon have a new 
website: farmingtongardenclub.org. Look for an 
announcement when it’s up and running. 

We also have our own Facebook group. The easiest 
way to join group is to become a Facebook member 
and then e-mail Ann Mullen that you have done so. 
Once you have done this, you will need to go into 
your account on Facebook and click on Farmington 
Garden Club on the left side of the page under groups. 

There are photos, dates, and reminders so check us out! 

The Federated Garden Clubs 
The latest issue of the Federated Garden Clubs’ 
newsletter is now available online. As members of 
the Farmington Garden Club, we are eligible to 
subscribe to the newsletter and receive each issue via 
e-mail.  

 

 

 

 

Farmington 
Garden Club 
members after 
enjoying the 
April program on 
Pruning 
featuring Kevin 
Wilcox. 

Community Service Committee 

Needs your help to put together small baskets of 
flowering plants for the Services of the Elderly. 

Bring your gardening gloves. We will be outside. 

Day: Monday May 23 
Time: 9:30-11:30a.m. 
Place: 184 Garden St 
Contact: Lynne Creed 677-0344 

 
 

The deadline for the June issue is 
Wednesday, May 18 

Send your articles, event listings, photos, etc. to 
Bernadette Mayer at brosemayer@comcast.net 

 



Page 4 

“OUTDOOR CELEBRATIONS” 
June 10 & 11 will see us all pulling together for a common goal. Our Farmington Village Green has 

seen better days – a long time ago. The current road widening will give a new face to the center of 

Farmington and the Village Green. Creating that new face gives us the opportunity to pursue our 

purpose which is participating in beautification, civic and community projects. “Outdoor 

Celebrations” was organized for this purpose and every member’s help is needed to make it a 

success! You are invited to the next organizational meeting at Kathy Lindroth’s home, 4 Chelsea 

Place, Farmington, on Wednesday, May 4, at 1:30 p.m. 

On June 9, we will gather for a Preview Party to enjoy scrumptious food and drink as well as a silent 

auction of fabulous home and garden oriented items – the fun before the Tour! More information 

will be coming soon on our special night to celebrate our hard work AND our 75th Anniversary! 

Please give generously of your time and talents to honor FGC members who originated the Club in 

1941. 

Please contact Ann Mullen & Kathy Lindroth, Co-Chairs, with any questions. 

 

GARDEN TOUR AUCTION 
START THINKING! 

START ASKING! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 

We are counting down to the Garden Tour 
in June! The Preview Party on Thursday, 
June 9 includes our auction which should 
be a significant money maker IF we obtain 
fabulous auction items from our members 
and others in the community. In the past 
we have had a variety of items but those 
that bring the greatest value are gift 
certificates to restaurants and stores, 
unique wines and liquors and specialty 
garden and home items. Special 
experiences such as overnights and 
dinners are also great additions to any 
auction. So start thinking about what you 
might donate from your private collections 
of wine and liquor, donating your special 
talents and how we might convert your 
credit card and other points to gift 
certificates or overnights. Let’s make this 
the most profitable auction in FGC history. 

Contact Jayne Amodio with donations, 
ideas and if you would like to assist in the 
auction in some way. 860-729-6306 (cell) 
or 860-676-1170 (home) or 
Jayneamodio@aol.com  

Calling all members! 

Please join FGC and community friends for 

“Outdoor Celebrations” Preview Party 

at Farmington Gardens 

on Thursday, June 9 

6 to 8:30 p.m. 

Light Dinner and Silent Auction 

$75 per person 

Let’s CELEBRATE our hard work, time and 
effort to support the Farmington Green! 

Questions? Call Dana Pescatello (860) 214-2653 

Look for your invitation. 



Page 5 

Garden Tour Support 
by Judy Staib 

The Garden Tour Committee is very busy these 
days getting ready to showcase eight wonderful 
gardens in town for our June 2016 fundraiser. As 
you know the proceeds will be used to make some 
much needed improvements to our Town Green 
which has fallen into disrepair in recent years. We 
have been soliciting local businesses and 
organizations to become sponsors of the event as 
they too have an interest in keeping our lovely town 
the wonderful place it is to live and work. 

There are four sponsorship levels starting at 
$100.00 and going to $500.00, $1,000.00 and 
$2,500.00, with each category having some special 
bonuses. While we hopefully expect that all of our 
club members whether active, associate or sustainer 

will volunteer to help at the tour and attend the 
preview party the evening before, some members 
have asked if they can also be an individual sponsor of 
the event at any of the levels listed. I know many 
members feel strongly about how vital our proposed 
work on the green is and want to play a larger role in 
this effort with an outright donation of support. We 
certainly welcome this and at any level, even if it is 
more or less than the categories suggested. If you are 
interested, please call me at the phone number below 
or send a check to the address below made out to the 
club. 

Thanks so much, 
Judy Staib, 860-677-2471 
P.O. Box 9, Farmington, CT 06034 

 

TOUR BOUTIQUE NEWS 

CALLING FOR MORE WHITE ELEPHANTS! 

Many club members have already generously donated a variety 
of beautiful items.  We have included some pictures of just a few 

of the donations we have received so far….. 

HOPEFULLY YOU CAN FIND SOME 

“ELEPHANTS” IN YOU HOUSE TO DONATE 

TO THE BOUTIQUE 

Either bring your items to the May meeting or 
call Sandy (860-677-7975) 

Help us make this garden tour 

fundraiser a HUGE Success! 

THANK YOU! 
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Seventy-five years of creativity and service 
By Diane Tucker, FGC Member 

Many people are unaware that the Farmington Garden 
Club maintains the many “pocket parks” around town. 
Perennial and annual plants adorn the intersections of 
numerous streets, giving both residents and passersby 
alike the opportunity to enjoy seasonally appropriate 
gardens the year long. You may see tiny armies of 
gardeners at street intersections at intervals throughout 
the year; caring for plants, planting new ones and 
undertaking to keep their plots watered. 

Generally, the founding principle of garden clubs is to 
study and promote horticulture. The Farmington 
Garden Club’s worthy object at its founding was “to 
study and promote interest in Horticulture”, but during 
the 75 years since the start it has literally branched out 
to become an essential factor in the quality of life of 
Farmington. You might say that FGC has in a sense, 
become the face of Farmington. Every corner of the 
town has been the object of its generosity and talent.  

From the very first, a sense of civic responsibility 
permeated the club goals. Early members supported the 
war effort by hosting canning competitions and selling 
war bonds and defense stamps, sending seeds to Britain 
and of course, planting Victory Gardens. 

Closer to home among the many projects undertaken by 
the organization was providing a shelf of gardening 
books for the library. Advice was sought from the FGC 
by the Town of Farmington as it what trees should be 
planted along Farmington roadsides. 

Other projects have included the publication of an open 
space map and scheduled walks on hiking trails around 
town, founding sponsor of the DiPietro Bridge flower 
baskets and kissing balls beautification, creation and 
presentation of floral baskets for the elderly twice 
yearly in conjunction with Meals on Wheels and the 
presentation of Civic awards to businesses who create 
exemplary landscapes. The Club also provides a $1000 
scholarship to a Farmington High School graduating 
senior. But, perhaps the most visible of the FGC’s long-
standing projects is the Farmington Village Green. 
Given to the Town of Farmington by Sarah Porter in 
1901 the Green has been maintained and improved by 
the Farmington Garden Club for the better part of sixty 
years. Every year since 1950 the records of the garden 
club have contained notations like, “Laurel bushes and 
bulbs were planted on the Green, myrtle in the triangle”, 

“Five hundred bulbs were planted on the Village Green . . 
. weeded and cleaned up the Green . . .” Year after year. 
This year is the 75th anniversary of the founding of the 
Farmington Garden Club, and their plans in celebration 
are ambitious and exciting. The weekend of June 10-11 
will be a spectacular garden tour entitled “Outdoor 
Celebrations,” which will feature eight private gardens 
that will open to the public from 10 am to 4 p.m. The 
last FGC garden tour was in 2004. Many of the gardens 
have never before been open to the public, and others 
have rarely been shown. There will be an exciting 
boutique and collectible plant sale. The proceeds will 
benefit the Village Green so that when the Gateway 
Project at Route 4 and Route 10 is done, the Green can 
be beautified and integrated into the newly designed 
and improved Village center area. 

On June 9, a preview party will be held at Farmington 
Gardens for $75 per person from 6 to 8 p.m. for those 
wishing to get a sneak peak, enjoy wonderful food and 
congratulate the fine gardeners whose work will be 
showcased. A silent auction will be held with items of 
all kinds, garden-related and non-gardening alike. 

Tickets are $25 in advance, $30 at the gate and will be 
available to numerous locations including Hill-Stead 
Museum, Monarch Jewelers, Maximum Beverage, The 
Stanley Whitman House, Riverside Nursery and 
Winterberry Gardens. 

Open gardens include 16 and 148 Main Street, 72 Garden 
Street, 354 & 405 Old Mountain Road, 3 Norfolk Gardens, 
4 Townsend Road and 5 Brighton Way. The gardens on 
tour were chosen because they have special outdoor living 
spaces that exemplify our theme—“Outdoor Celebrations”. 
Homeowners will have garden and patio spaces set for 
outdoor entertaining, relaxation or family enjoyment. Some 
gardens are maintained by homeowners, thus giving our 
visitors an idea of what they can do themselves. Others are 
professionally maintained for the WOW factor. 

The Farmington Garden Club meets monthly. Typical 
programs include speakers on diverse topics. Over the last 
year or so, programs have included topics like Pruning, 
Where do Baby Orchids Come From, Fertilizing and 
many others. Visitors are welcome and encouraged to 
attend meetings, which usually begin with a social period. 
For more information, please see our website 
www.farmingtongardenclub.org or call 860.677.4807. 

 

http://www.farmingtongardenclub.org/
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Dear Auntie Hort . .  

As a follow-up to the photos of the wonderful blooming Hellebores in members’ gardens last month, Auntie 
Hort would like to share the following article from the April issue of the Connecticut Horticultural Society 
newsletter: 

 



Page 8 

 
 



Page 9 

Save the date: 
Sunday, May 15 

Cherry Brook Garden Club 
Plant Sale 

8:30am - 12:30pm 
Location: Downtown Collinsville, Town Hall Parking Lot 

Sale includes: 

Annuals, perennials, herb and vegetable plants, 
Fairy gardens, gently used garden items, 

Prints and note cards of local gardens and Collinsville 
landmarks. 

*A special table for children to plant seeds to take home* 

 

 

 
The 2016 Open Days Directory is your complete source for visiting hundreds of 
America’s best private gardens. Join thousands of garden lovers from coast to coast 
with America’s award-winning national garden-visiting program. See what's happening 
in your neighbor’s garden. 

ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

For more information, go to https://www.gardenconservancy.org/store?category=18. 

The Garden Conservancy's Open Days Program 
opendays@gardenconservancy.org | 1.888.842.2442 | 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Eastern 

 

http://mail-dog.com/link.html?url=3451&client=lmumawp&campaign=5078&email=Lindroth@aol.com
http://mail-dog.com/link.html?url=3925&client=lmumawp&campaign=5078&email=Lindroth@aol.com
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